
 
 

 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Join Us! 
 
Afterschool Leadership Circle: Summer Membership Meeting—ESSA Implementation 
Tuesday, June 20 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Location: TBD 
Registration Link 
 
Join ALC members and partners on June 20th to discuss the state implementation plan drafted by RIDE 
under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the federal education law that replaced No Child Left Behind. 
 
Educators, families, and all Rhode Islanders are invited to review the draft plan and provide feedback 
through June 30. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about new opportunities for out-of-school-time programs and offer 
feedback on the plan. ALC membership is not required to attend. 
 
 
Best, 
Elana Rosenberg 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uwriweb.org/alcsummermeeting


LOCAL & NATIONAL POLICY UPDATES 
 
Rhode Island ESSA Implementation Plan: Posted for Input! 
As of June 1, 2017, the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) has 
posted a draft of its state plan under the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), the federal education law that replaced No Child Left Behind. 
 
Educators, families, and all Rhode Islanders are invited to review the draft plan and provide feedback by 
June 30. The draft plan, a comprehensive companion guide, and links for submitting public comment can be 
found at: www.ride.ri.gov/ESSA. If you have questions, they may be directed to ESSA@ride.ri.gov.  

 

 

AROUND THE STATE 
 
Support for Practitioners Serving Undocumented Populations 
Training on Immigrant Rights and Legal Questions 
Registration/RSVP Link 
We are pleased to share the information below on three immigration trainings centered on the rights of 
practitioners serving people who may be undocumented or unsure about their citizenship status, the rights 
of practitioners’ clients, patients, students, and any other questions people may have are being offered on 
June 14 and June 20. 
 
Immigration lawyers from RWU Immigration Law Clinic and RI Center for Justice will present on the 
legalities of immigration and how practitioners can at best protect their constituents or at the least not 
endanger their constituents. Immigration social service providers will also be present to answer questions. 
Please attend whichever workshop works best for your schedule. Though there will be a theme to each 
workshop, the information will be useful and accurate no matter your field. Please also feel free to spread 
the word about these workshops!  
 
All workshops will be held at the Lifespan Community Health Institute, 335R Prairie Avenue, Providence. 
Dates and times of the workshops are as follows: 
 

 Wednesday, June 14, 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. (for medical and mental health providers) 

 Tuesday, June 20, 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (for social service providers) 

 Tuesday, June 20, 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (for religious organizations/clergy/lay people) 
 
Topics Include: 
 

 Understanding your rights as a provider serving foreign-born communities; 

 Understanding the rights of your clients, constituents, patients, and congregants; 

 Learn about immigration resources in Rhode Island; and 

 Get information about changes in immigration policy and its implications for our communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/ESSA
mailto:ESSA@ride.ri.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH0wsqs0E7FgUPsBc4E5g6DhdwAQzBTiVJ5hS5eP_9hngAAw/viewform?c=0&w=1


RESEARCH & NEWS  
Have something to share? Email Elana.Rosenberg@uwri.org to have your news included in BRIDGES! 

 
New Guide Offers Resources on Best Social-Emotional Learning Practices 
As afterschool professionals focus on building skills beyond academic knowledge, a new guide released by 
The Wallace Foundation offers detailed information about curriculum content and program features of 25 
evidence-based programs that practitioners can use to make informed choices about their SEL programs.  
 
Navigating SEL from the Inside Out: Looking Inside & Across 25 Leading SEL Programs: A Practical Resource 
for Schools and OST Providers offers practitioners the breadth and depth that enables them to compare 
what is taught—and how—across programs. It also explains how SEL programs can be adapted to OST 
settings. Click here for the full story.  

 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON ADVOCACY 
 
Advocacy at the Rhode Island State House 
More than 100 people turned out at the Rhode Island State House for the ALC’s Afterschool Event on 
Thursday, May 25, 2017. The event consisted of a short speaking program and 18 information tables staffed 
for several hours by afterschool and summer learning programs and organizations from across the state. 
 
Those tabling were armed with messaging and advocacy tips from the newly released ALC Advocacy Toolkit. 
The speaking program reminded attendees that we all benefit from engaged, creative, excited, and critically 
minded youth and young adults, and we must all commit to making sure every young person in Rhode 
Island gets the chance to be their best. Speakers included ALC Network Lead, Elana Rosenberg; Afterschool 
Alliance Ambassador and Cranston 21st Century Community Learning Center Director, Avana Crichton; 
Rhode Island Senate Majority Leader, the Honorable Michael McCaffrey; and Rhode Island House Majority 
Leader, the Honorable Joseph Shekarchi. Press coverage and photos from the event can be found here. 
 
 
 
National Summer Learning Day: Thursday, July 13, 2017 
National Summer Learning Day is a national advocacy day aimed at elevating the 
importance of keeping kids learning, safe and healthy every summer, ensuring they 
return to school in the fall ready to succeed in the year. Your participation sends a 
powerful message across the nation that summers matter and offers an opportunity to 
showcase how summers can make a life-changing difference in the lives of young 
people. Register your summer learning event or program here to help families in your 
community find you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Elana.Rosenberg@uwri.org
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/Pages/Navigating-Social-and-Emotional-Learning-from-the-Inside-Out.aspx
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/Pages/Navigating-Social-and-Emotional-Learning-from-the-Inside-Out.aspx
https://naaweb.org/news/item/674-new-guide-offers-resources-on-best-sel-practiceshttps:/naaweb.org/news/item/674-new-guide-offers-resources-on-best-sel-practices
http://www.uwri.org/2017/06/parents-have-greater-job-security-thanks-to-afterschool-summer-learning-programs/
http://www.summerlearning.org/events/


Summer Learning Advocates Hill Day in Washington, DC 
Please join the National Summer Learning Association on Wednesday, June 28 for a Summer Learning 
Advocates Hill Day in Washington, DC! 
Your presence and voice is needed on Capitol Hill to tell your representatives how important the 21st 
Community Learning Center (21st CCLC) program (and other federal funding) is to the students in your 
programs and your community. In addition to breakfast, the Hill Day will include: 
 

 Training on what to say and how to meet with a Member of your representative’s staff; 

 A personalized schedule of Hill meetings with Members who represent your state and district, 
arranged by NSLA; 

 Materials that outline the key asks NSLA is making of Members to save 21st CCLC and other key 
federal funding (Please feel free to also bring your own outreach materials); 

 Opportunities for you to build a relationship with your Member’s offices, invite them to visit your 
summer program, and discuss why their support for summer is important to you; 

 Materials to take home to help your program celebrate National Summer Learning Day on July 13; 
and 

 A post-Hill Day reception!  
 
Please note that students and families who can speak about why your program is personally important to 
them are welcome to join you. All travel and accommodations expenses are the responsibility of attendees. 
NSLA cannot reimburse expenses or make travel arrangements. 
 
For more information, and to register, please click here.  
 

 

FUNDING & PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The Nellie Mae Education Foundation 
Request for Proposals: Research and Analysis of Teacher Leadership 
Deadline: Monday, July 31, 2017 at noon EST 
All too often, teachers are left out of shaping the reform efforts they are tasked with implementing. But 
research shows that when teachers are given leadership roles, their students are better off academically.  
 
The Nellie Mae Education Foundation is seeking proposals from grant-eligible organizations to conduct a 
research study to identify promising programs and initiatives that support and develop teachers to take on 
new and varied leadership roles in their schools and districts—and examine the system-level impact that 
occurs as a result of teacher participation. To learn more about this opportunity, including the full RFP and 
Frequently Asked Questions, please click here. If you have specific questions about this grant opportunity, 
please contact Khaled Khlifi at kkhlifi@nmefoundation.org.  
  

 

STEM 
 
What Does the “March for Science” Mean for STEM Education? (Education Week) 
Scientists and educators from across the country converged on the National Mall 
on Saturday, April 22 for the “March on Science,” an event meant to highlight the 
importance of science to society and advocate for evidence-based policymaking. 
The march had special relevance for K-12 science teachers, who were well-
represented in Washington and in 374 satellite marches across the nation, said 
David Evans, the executive director of the National Science Teachers Association, 
which partnered with the march. Read more here. 

http://www.summerlearning.org/hill-day-2017/
https://www.nmefoundation.org/grants/grant-opportunities
mailto:kkhlifi@nmefoundation.org
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2017/04/march_for_science_STEM.html?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=curriculummatters


 
 
Curiosity, Learning, and Democracy: International Conference on Best Practices in the Question 
Formulation Technique 
July 23-25, 2017 
Boston Park Plaza: 50 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 
Registration Link 
The Right Question Institute is excited to announce its annual International Conference, Curiosity, Learning, 
and Democracy: Best Practices in the Question Formulation Technique (QFT) to be held at the historic 
Boston Park Plaza July 23-25, 2017. 
 
Work closely with Dan Rothstein and Luz Santana, the creators of the Question Formulation Technique 
(QFT), and collaborate with educators from around the world to explore the many ways the QFT is 
stimulating student curiosity, promoting deeper learning, and helping to build the democratic habit of mind 
of asking questions. For more information and to register, click here.  
 
 
Creating Quality School Age Child Care Space: An Online Learning Module 
LISC Rhode Island’s first online workshop, Creating Quality School Age Child Care Space, is officially ready. 
You can register to participate in this virtual learning opportunity on your own schedule and at your own 
pace. To access this learning module, you first need to register by clicking here.  
 
School-age programs have the potential to be vital community centers that support the needs of children, 
parents and schools, by offering a place for creative play or quiet reflection, innovative learning and 
homework help, as well as relationship building with other children and adults. In an educational system 
where music, art, physical education and recess are increasingly reduced in favor of more structured 
attention to academic preparation, and where more and more households are headed by parents who 
work full time, after-school programs have become essential, and the built environment plays an important 
role in shaping how we view and interact with the world around us. 
 
This workshop reflects best practices in the design of high-quality physical environments for school-age 
children from kindergarten through eighth grade (roughly ages five through fourteen). Whether you are 
planning modest changes in your existing center, a major renovation or a new construction project, this 
online module will offer strategies for planning, designing and equipping your space in a way that supports 
your program goals and planned activities. 
 
The course will take approximately three hours to complete, including time spent after course completion 
to develop your own plan for implementation. Three (3) professional development hours will be awarded 
with a certificate upon successful completion. 
 
This workshop is the first in a series of online modules being released by LISC. The sessions allow for self-
guided and self-paced learning opportunities. If there are particular topics you would like to see covered, 
or if you need assistance registering, please let LISC know by contacting riccelff@lisc.org.  
 
 

If you are having trouble with any links, please contact Elana Rosenberg at 
elana.rosenberg@uwri.org or (401) 444-0658.  

http://rightquestion.org/conference/
http://rightquestion.org/conference/
http://training.rilisc.org/
mailto:riccelff@lisc.org
mailto:elana.rosenberg@uwri.org

